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Words that: 

Tell your nonprofit’s story 
Garner support 
Secure funding 
Enlist members 

Inspire volunteers 
Evoke nostalgia, love and affection 

    

Only connect! That was the whole of her sermon. Only connect the prose and the passion, and 
both will be exalted, and human love will be seen at its height. Live in fragments no longer.  
Only connect…  

--E.M. Forster, Howards End 

    

Creative, compelling solutions that connect and inspire 

• Stories (check my presentation, “Don’t be the headline, be the book.”) 
• Proposals 
• Case statements 
• Profiles (donors, team members, beneficiaries, etc.) 
• Blog 
• Web content 
• Speeches 

I bring three decades of experience helping others “achieve the vision…one friend at a 
time,” and now specialize in helping faith-driven organizations. (Author of Fundraiser’s 
Prayer Book:  Insights and inspiration for the faith-driven fundraiser) 

I do what I do because of why you do what you do. My life has been about effecting 
change (there are three things to do and one way to do it), just as your organization is. I 
understand the big picture of advancement for nonprofits so you will get maximum 
leverage and effect from everything I produce for you.  

https://youtu.be/iDoxd9fTZYU
https://www.dionmcinnis.com/fundraisers-prayer-book/
https://www.dionmcinnis.com/fundraisers-prayer-book/
https://youtu.be/6TVgXwIw4-o
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What Others Say About Dion McInnis 

 
“His passion for helping individuals and organizations reach their 
potential is phenomenal … brought new energy to  everyone he worked with; 
this, in turn, led to greater financial, material, and personal investments in the 
arts arena.” 
Sue Garman 
 
“Always asking ‘why before how,’ Dion ensures that his clients remain 
focused and attentive to the task at hand: advancing their organization's 
mission through stakeholder engagement, fundraising, and effective 
promotion of their organization's work to the community it serves.” 
Carol Bornstein 
 
“He taught me as he worked with me and others to raise funds.  Perhaps one reason we collaborated so 
well is because Dion is an artist, too.  Not only did he help secure the funds, but he also served as an art-
aware ambassador to national and international artists for the benefit of the consortium and the 
university.” 
Sandria Hu 
 
“He excels at analyzing and creating scenarios that will lead to a workable plan and a successful 
outcome for all parties, as he listens well and is able to create a plan that resolves multiple issues to create 
a consensus. Dion also brings a personal approach to each project.  These skills can be applied to any 
organization, business, or individual seeking to improve performance and accomplishing goals.” 
Pat & Wendell Wilson 
 
“I surmised that he was a natural leader who embodied the ideology around what today we would refer to 
as a servant leader.  Quite often you will note that Dion is always listening first and uses his gift for 
analytical reasoning to sort out the very minute details in making concrete decisions in solving 
issues or problems.  Dion typically operates in a collaborative fashion in teaching the art of leadership and 
professional development.  By taking this approach he frequently empowers those around him to realize 
and develop into their full potential.” 
Preston Johnson 
 
"When Dion listens you feel heard and you begin to hear, appreciate, know and trust your own authentic 
voice, too. I have experienced this as an individual and as part of a group as Dion guides in visioning and 
planning. He never starts by telling; he always starts by listening. This is what makes Dion unique." 
Charity Ellis 
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Decades of Experiences That Celebrate, Connect, Empower and Inspire 

1. Advertizer Advocate Newspaper:  human interest stories, photography column and op-eds. 
2. Rangefinder Magazine:  Topics of interest to professional photographers. 
3. Studio Photography Magazine:  Topics of interest to professional photographers. 
4. AdvantEdge Magazine:  Article titled “Six Tips on Sales Learned from a Shoeshine Man.”  

AdvantEdge is a Nightingale-Conant publication. 
5. Parameters newsletter:  Publication of University of Houston Cullen College of Engineering. 
6. Alumni magazine for University of New Mexico School of Engineering. 
7. Fundraising proposals:  Raised millions of dollars through proposals to private donors 

(non-agency) for contributions ranging from annual fund level to $3.5 million. 
8. Alumni engagement: Letters, articles and columns used to inspire and connect alumni, 

while also celebrating their lives and successes. 
9. Your UHCL e-column:  Five-plus years (60 columns) written to convey insights and 

connections to University of Houston-Clear Lake. 
10. Listen to Life (newsletter, blog and book). 
11. Daddin’:  The Verb of Being a Dad (book). 
12. The Seeing, Not the Taking:  A guide to seeing for photographers book and blog, selected as a 

“Staff Pick” at Blurb.com. 
13. Fundraiser’s Prayer Book:  Insights and inspiration for faith-driven fundraisers 
14. Donor appeals, fundraising proposals and relationship-building letters for four universities 

since 1987 (University of Houston Cullen College of Engineering, Sam Houston State 
University, University of New Mexico School of Engineering and University of Houston-Clear 
Lake). 

15. Speeches and presentations:  More than 35 years of preparing presentations and speeches 
ranging from five minutes to 90 minutes for universities, alumni associations, chambers of 
commerce, art nonprofits as well as personally developed topics in leadership, 
management, creativity, photography, writing and empowerment.  Also, award 
presentation speeches that include profiles of honorees based on interviews that I 
conducted with each. 

16. Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce:  A year-long project of photography, interviews 
and profiles of 50 people who had helped make the chamber and community what it is, in 
commemoration of the chamber’s 50th anniversary.  The project was conceived and 
executed by me, and the book was professionally designed:  50:  Years, Faces, Stories. 

17. Columnist for “Creative Ideas from Creative People” in Momentum, the e-magazine of the 
League City Regional Chamber of Commerce.  Articles feature creative business ideas and 
tips on how to utilize them in one’s own business. 

https://www.dionmcinnis.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/ShoeShineAE.pdf
http://www.listentolife.me/
https://www.dionmcinnis.com/daddin
https://www.blurb.com/b/312695-the-seeing-not-the-taking
https://www.dionmcinnis.com/fundraisers-prayer-book/
https://www.blurb.com/b/3681967-50-years-faces-stories
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18. Published “Discovering Mississippi…Discovering Myself,” a combination of images and insights 
for a journey that was 40 years in the making. 

19. Case statements and proposals for St. Francis Episcopal Day School and Project Joy and 
Hope leading to millions of dollars of contributions. 

20. From Dion’s Desk…and beyond monthly newsletter/blog for the National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library. 
 

 

My Business System 

My goal is to provide you with the type of humane, persuasive, warm, compelling, genuine writing 
that you need and want, while making the process as smooth and easy as can be.  You have 
enough on your plate—deadlines, assignments, juggling priorities, etc.—and you don’t need me 
being part of your problems.  I will be part of your solutions.  To that end, working with me puts 
you into this process: 

1. Initial contact:  You reach out to me for assistance with a writing need in my fields of 
expertise.  From this discussion I will provide you a quote that is project based instead of 
hourly. This gets the ball rolling. 

2. Questionnaire and discussion:  After you have made contact and explained the gist of your 
needs, I will provide you with a questionnaire and calendar request to discuss your 
answers.  The questionnaire should be returned within two business days, and the follow-
up conversation should occur within two business days of completing the form.  The 
follow-up call will last 30 minutes, give or take.  The objective is to fully understand your 
needs and the voice you desire for your messages. 

3. Investment and getting started:  50% of the investment total is now due to get the project 
started.  This payment will be kept as a kill fee if at any time you decide to cancel the 
project. Once the payment has been received, the fun begins. 

4. Research, interviews, etc.:   I will begin the research process for the assignment soon after 
the initial investment has been made.  This can include basic research or interviews.  
Timing of the project will be affected by the accessibility of the interviewees; it is incumbent 
on you to encourage all who are part of the project to make themselves accessible in 
person or by phone or email, as appropriate.  Such access is even more critical if the 
assignment includes photography.  If necessary, model releases will be obtained during the 
process where photos are used to protect me as the copyright holder and creator of the 
work, and you as the user.   

https://www.blurb.com/b/6826044-discovering-mississippi-discovering-myself
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5. Collaboration:  As I work on your assignment, I will reach out as appropriate and necessary 
for clarifications on key points, messages or other topics necessary to produce the results 
you are looking for. 

6. Review of first drafts:  You will be provided a first draft within a specified number of days.  
The number varies based on the project and the dependency on additional appointments 
(interviews, etc.).  You will be asked to respond to the first draft within four working days to 
keep the process moving.   

7. Revisions:  Revisions will be discussed and made as discussed to provide the best results.  
Revisions will be provided within a few business days of the return of the first draft. 

8. Additional reviews:  It is likely that there will be another review or two as the final tweaks 
are made to polish the document to its final stage. 

9. Final approval:  Once final approval has been made, the final half of the investment is due.  
Once that has been made, the document will be released for use as agreed upon. 

10. Transition to new projects:  The processes used to create the document have positioned 
me to help in myriad ways now that I better understand your message, purpose, mission 
and goals.  Let’s discuss what’s next to help you succeed with compelling writing. 
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“Who is this guy we’re about to hire?” 

I became a photographer at six, a writer at 12 and a poet since birth.  

After a career as writer-photographer, I entered the realm of higher education in 1987 where I served four 
universities over a 27-year period in development and fundraising, alumni/community relations, external 
relations and communications.  I have also written 15 books.  A life of seeing led to his cornerstone 
message:  SEE differently; CHANGE perspectives; GROW authentically.   

I continue to combine writing and photography, providing compelling, moving, authentic stories and profiles 
that connect and celebrate people for the benefits of fundraising, sales, relationship building and more. 

I have served as an instructor with the Houston Center for Photography, the Jung Center-Houston and 
several photography clubs.  I have also brought my programs to universities, women’s conferences and 
summits, caregivers conferences and community colleges.  For three summers I taught one week each at 
the University of West Bohemia in Czech Republic, guiding students from Czech Republic, Russia and 
Ukraine.  My presentations inspired by these trips emphasized that “art removes borders.” 

I strive to bring down barriers in many ways.  I founded a nonprofit that celebrated women’s stories and 
the images they inspire.  No longer in existence, the work also led to workshops for clients of Bay Area 
Turning Point Women’s Center where their situations were used to empower their creativity.  BATP awarded 
me their Caring Heart Award a couple of years after New Mexico Woman Magazine highlighted McInnis as 
“A Man Who Champions Women.”   

Of all my roles, however, the most important and fulfilling is that of 
being a dad.  My book, Daddin’:  The Verb of Being a Dad, has led to 
presentations and programs for dads and father figures.  My 
perspectives, shared in writings and poetry, have earned many positive 
reviews, media interviews, and I was cited in Better Homes and Garden,       
as well as other media. 

 

  

 

https://www.dionmcinnis.com/daddin
https://www.dionmcinnis.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/betterhomesandgarden082008.pdf
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Contact me today to get started on your project. 

Dion McInnis 
832-877-8821 

Dion@DionMcInnis.com 
www.DionMcInnis.com/writing_services  

 
Samples That Follow 

1. Creative Ideas from Creative People columns (three)  
2. AdvanteEdge Magazine Shoeshine Sales Lesson 
3. Project Joy and Hope case statement 

Links:   
• 50:  Years, Stories, Faces http://www.blurb.com/books/3681967-50-years-faces-stories (profiles and 

photography) 
• Discovering Mississippi…Discovering Myself   http://www.blurb.com/b/6826044-discovering-

mississippi-discovering-myself 
• www.DionMcInnis.com 
• My LinkedIn articles https://www.linkedin.com/in/dionmcinnis/detail/recent-activity/posts/  
• Ghost-written testimonials for a faith-based service organization 

http://lighthousecm.blogspot.com/2016_08_01_archive.html  
• Project Joy and Hope Capital Campaign brochure https://joyandhope.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/08/PJHcapitalFinal.pdf  

mailto:Dion@DionMcInnis.com
http://www.dionmcinnis.com/writing_services
http://www.blurb.com/books/3681967-50-years-faces-stories
http://www.blurb.com/b/6826044-discovering-mississippi-discovering-myself
http://www.blurb.com/b/6826044-discovering-mississippi-discovering-myself
http://www.dionmcinnis.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dionmcinnis/detail/recent-activity/posts/
http://lighthousecm.blogspot.com/2016_08_01_archive.html
https://joyandhope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PJHcapitalFinal.pdf
https://joyandhope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PJHcapitalFinal.pdf
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People connect people to people 

 

And people are your business 

 

 

 

I’m your resource for images and writing that connect people to people 

For branding, image development, fundraising, engagement and sales. 

 

 

 

 

 


